Web Appendix. Question assessing health in the United Kingdom's Annual Population Survey
What health problems does the respondent have:
(1) Problems or disabilities (including arthritis or rheumatism) connected with... arms or hands (2) ....legs or feet (3) ....back or neck (4) Difficulty in seeing (while wearing spectacles or contact lenses) (5) Difficulty in hearing (6) A speech impediment (7) Severe disfigurement, skin conditions, allergies (8) Chest or breathing problems, asthma, bronchitis (9) Heart, blood pressure or blood circulation problems (10) Stomach, liver kidney or digestive problems (11) Diabetes (12) Depression, bad nerves or anxiety (13) Epilepsy (14) Severe or specific learning difficulties (mental handicap) (15) Mental illness, or suffer from phobia, panics or other nervous disorders (16) Progressive illness not included elsewhere (e.g., cancer, multiple sclerosis, symptomatic HIV, Parkinson's disease, muscular dystrophy) (17) Other health problems or disabilities Web Table 1 HB, housing benefit. * P < 0.05 ** P < 0.01 *** P < 0.001 JSA, job-seeker's allowance; NQF, National Qualifications Framework; SE, standard error. P value was calculated using a two-tailed t test. The matching variables included: age, sex, employment status, geographical region, ethnicity, number of dependent children in household under the age of 19, income, occupation, education, whether the respondent was a JSA claimant, and the date of interview. Pre-matching models contain 179,064 observations while the matched model only contains 150,731 observations. Therefore, 28,333 observations were trimmed from the sample because there were no matches available for these individuals. Almost all of these 28,333 observations (98.25%) were nonHousing Benefit recipients. These trimmed observations are observations that are potentially creating imbalances in the main pre-matched models. Using the coarsened exact matching procedure we can calculate an imbalance statistic (1 = complete imbalance or complete separation, 0 = complete balance) (1, 2) . Before matching the imbalance statistic is 0.53 but after performing the matching procedure the imbalance statistic is <0.01, suggesting that the degree of balance in the sample is nearly perfect (see table below). In short, the matching procedure addresses many of the differences that might bias the results between those who receive housing benefits and those who do not. Balance tests after matching procedure for those claiming housing benefit and those not claiming housing benefit. This model also includes a measure of whether respondents receive child tax credits or not and an interaction term between child tax credits and time, to capture any effect of these changes on health. * P < 0.05 ** P < 0.01 *** P < 0.001 Source: Annual Population Survey. Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses. Control variables include: age, sex, employment status, geographical region, ethnicity, number of dependent children in household under the age of 19, income, occupation, education, and whether the respondent was a JSA claimant. The model also adjusted for self-reported disability. HB, housing benefit; JSA, job-seeker's allowance. * P < 0.05 ** P < 0.01 *** P < 0.001
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